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“MENACE OF THE MASK” IN TENNESSEE

s

The Reelfoot Lake night rider troubles were described in an article | practice in the tobacee distriet is in favor
- e nan® = g  +4 - 3 - 2 1 of gimplicity.
in last Sunday’s edition of The Washington Herald. That article was | FUN 00 0 1 oren into a group of
the first of a series of three, written by Don Marquis, associate editor | tree or four men in the tobaceo —
F 17 Q <’ 3 A b - § - and begin to fool with your coat coliar
of Uncle Remus” Home Magazine. It dealt with the origin of the might o ecktie in & temtative, significant
riders, their growth, and finally their entry into the Reelfoot country,igort of a way, and one of them should
making it one of the chief centers of crime of the universe. It de-|raise his hand and rest the palm for an
scribed in detail the trouble between the fishermen in the Reelioot Lake
and its owners, who claimed a free title to the submerged lands and

instant on the side of his face, there is
still the chance that there might be an
attempted to prevent the fishermen from selling their catch from the
waters,

|
.l
3
1

accident: he may not be a night rider,
| after all

But persevere,
omething about a

and ecasually mention
“dead horse,” "and

$o v - £ - o s . ithen if he iz realiy a nigh e will
To-day’s story is the second of the series, and tells in harrowing | 78 '* ‘;;;mtaa‘;d"Sa’;fﬂn‘m:‘;‘;l;:amm
details of the struggle of the people against the organized gang of mur- |a “dead horse” himself. The next step is
derers around Clarksville, Tenn., in the dark leaf tobacco district. f;’ “* Silent Brigade.” You return “Si

Brigade.” Next he says, 1 see you
i have been there.”” The fit and proper re-

The last article will review generally the night rider situation in

Tennessee and Kentucky, and will offer suggestions, made following |Pl¥ Is, “Yes, T have been there ;mm;mri
his visit to the terrified district.  # | Demisd tomne B wily S oS
his visit 1o the terriied SN, | that th her is a night rider and may
{ borrow chewing tobacco of each other
By Permussion of the Author.) EX }

and discuss Tennessee politics in perfect

~1 1 S . thers r f

Clarksville is in tmﬁ: nmrn.:f’. ?-pd_.‘t.? up; the daughter of a “hilly billy” who € tdence
Tennessee, on the Cumberiand River, et B ' SEhal s T i New members are sworn in at midnight,
not many miles from the Keéntucky line, | oo o0 ceeeriot was made £o miserable | actually on their Jended knees, with a
and the map-makers do not show it as a| would have to resign: doctors, me- ! very >x=2gn1n sort of oath, and the p’ﬂ-
arge dot on the surface of the Unit- and others were asked to -efvse | alty for giving away any of the sxgr‘m
the lower par : ; th At first many | 2nd Secr and pass-words ig death in
of the sociation the part iy unplezsant form of a
proved even of ! broken n here are some variations
growth was r t eve | in the oath administered. but the favorite

S v el 2 ¥y 11 = -
personal one seems to be the following:

as animosities grew a

S S

nesse prang up, it becam ut § 1 — in the presemnce of Almighty
even th boveott was as a take upon myself thﬂA;
- naane of forced Bar o8 3 joms, thet | will never revea
revail? | means of forc he *“hi into -
p.e' ail? = {3 : frosi t b arame or pass-words of this order,
Never has a similar question been more | lile ag a wWhole ¢ people of 3 n.-,..n.u m- | regulationd of this order.
ares vere larzely of Eeotoh-
presented to any munity than are v largely of Scotch- | at 1 will never
< | and 2 1 h stubhorn ir o sny
e e P 8 < - Eal - # and apt to e stubborn or act, am
to the people of Montgomery County, of his order, in the lodge room
which Clarksvilie is the county , and | _ unless after due trial and
never has a community been thrown 1 or himx justly and legally
- . : X ot “then uniess I believe
absolutely upon its own resources - g -
: = P ) ~ re of the order will be bene-
to fight and worry out an answer. For n giver
that portion of Montgomery County's and swear that T will obey
1 ~ g from my lodge.
tizenship stands for 1 d or- s 3
Zensilp w stanas r |aw and unless prevented by sickness of
with crime has
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Dastardly Murder of Rufus Hunter,

w npt like de-

a

out to do a little regulating, whipped a
couple of people in the neighbrohood
where they lived. cut a telephone wire or
two, and otherwise disported themselves
in a manner becoming to careless spirits.
Monument Erecied to Night Rider.
The country people around about tele-
phoned to Clarksville that the enemy
was on the war path. Clarksville had
been threatened with destruction so often
that Clarksville was nervous. While the
city prepared for defense six men took
the road ang went out to lay for the
night riders whe might well be march-
ing on the town in force for all lhe;

knew. These six divided into groups of
twos and hid beside the road. There

were only seven or eight night riders in
this parficular band. so theffClarksville
defenders found. and when a part of it
passed the place where one Walter Hunt
and one John Gardner, watchmen, of
Clarksville, were hidden, Hunt and Gard-

ner fired with automatic shotguns.
Vaughn Bennett was killed and E=urle

Bennett, his brother was wounded. Hunt
and Gardner claim the night riders fired

first.
Very few night riders have ever been
brought to justice in Montgomery Coun-

ty. but Hunt and Gardner, th® men who

shot the Benn boys, were arresfed and
brought to tr The trial went against
them, the ju king some noteworthy
decisions as to the exclusion from the

anyt!
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rark District Toba of Montgomery Coun-
Association. It ven lead to trouble on the

,000—there were i

of

arksville.

each—and

Hunter Slain.

Sz angement § F Prope d te & 3
e . LS o Py nexxt Saturday night Hunter was
eting, and therefore ti 3 s boee g Mo oo )
- * to hiz door by a band of armed
nasked men and shot through the

The night riders then proceed-
of the house with
wife and children
he back part of the house and
hem was kit. Hunter lived until
the next afternoon, in horrible

{ John Barleycorn

However that may be, he is credited it was in agony that he died.
| with a great ¢ of ability as an org 8 In 1o doubt as to why he had
pledges to t | izer, ang this he must have if id before he died that as
one year. T} is the organizer of the night v was fired his murderers
Then pledges For they are t out: “There, damn you, that's
the crops of | oreanization. T head is ) 1 get for talfling too much sbout
1 | general, counties are presided over by | Pight riders” It is alleged that Hunter's
| colonels, magisterial dis by cap-| Wife went insane again, aithough I don’t

know about that as I couldn't find her.
No arrests have ever been made for this

| taing,

{ allow

and so forth. It is the policy to

vounger men—mostly fellows

the

. and so they | the ages of eighteen and rty | murd I was informed at Clarksville
began to cast abou some method to | he actual raiding, while the ojder ‘h% the identity of the men who did the
persuade all the farmers to pledge their | is and steadier hands are reserved | Kiliing was surmised by Hunter's neigh-
tobacco and join t association jury dayt, witnesses. and so forth. in | Pors. But theétountry is in such a state
Genrinl Boveots. case any of the raids lead to troubie in | Of terror that no witnesses could be made
The msethog hit the courts i to testify. If they did testify, no jury
ihe methog hit upc W s i 1 :
o - - | could be made to convict for fear of as-
eral boycott. Reso s were adopied | Night Riders Are Numbered. | sassination.
: - ! 3 r al.1
stating the association members| 10 masks used are constructed of al-| It is difficulf for me to believe that the

would wi

id from th | mfost any dark material, with sijts cut

billies™” {2s sheriff of Montgomery County is in sym-

the nonassociation farmers are called) all | for the eyee and mouth. The 1egd9y;§pa:hy with the night riders, though I had
the friendly and neighborly assists wear in addition to these a band of white |Wade 1o me several times the statement
usual in rural communities, s - the shoulders. Each man has :"isg{h;;nni;; which has attracted the most
in hervesting, gathering ice, 5. | number 2741.4 answers to it instead of b}'!am tion to Montgomery County is the
and so forth Merchants were calied upon | P2T, while on an actual raid omly the |y Vaughn Bennett {or “Voyn"—I
produce from the *“hill | commanding officer speak. In the Reel-| find the name spelied both Jays in the

to sell them anything. All|foot Lake gdistrict the night riders usu-|legal records). Bennett was one of the

varieties social boycott, extending fo|ally ad to the mask a kind of loose | night riders. The gang to which Bennett

school and church relationships, were in-
sugurated; the children took the matter

blouse origown, and some of the masks

belonged was tomposed of Very young
were made almost like boods, but the

{men. On toe night of March 9 they went

of Satur- |

er young m
the toughs
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than ore complaint of his attitude to-|
ward Montgomery County, and it is|
difficult to escape the impression that he;

has played politics with a very danger-|
ous situation. Clarksville has asked for|

JOE MILLERS JESTS

troops more than once. Gov. A E. Will- |
son, of Kentucky, has quartered them
the disturbeg district across the State|
line, and now he has conirol of the situa- |

tion. He has enough evidence, it is saldA!
to fill half a dozen penitentiaries with |
night riders., and he is only waiting until | The grandfathers of the present gen-
the pall of terror passes away Ir the | eration used to have a great habit of

country, that juries may dare to convict
without fear of assasfination, to open up
a series of legal campaigns. With troops
quartered in Montgomery County at the
time of Rufe Hunter's murder, as they
are now quartered in Oblon County, Gov.
Patterson might have stiffened up the
courage of witnesses and juries, assured

sitting over the walnuts and wine or
over the rough tabie of an inn, before
2 huge quart of ale, and telling old
i chestnut jokes,

Whenever a particularly good one
[would be drawn from the memory, to be
| roasted in the fires of conversation, ome

|

the trembiers against assassination, lor another of the old gentlemen would
brought about the punmishment of the |pe gyre to say triumphantiy: *That's a
guilty, and put &n end to the reign of [ 1 sena» 224 the offender would re-
terror in that part of Tennessee. Why

| tire in confusion, covered with scorn and
| contumely.

did he pot do this?
I cannot teil, but more ti

han one cltizen

of Clarksville says that it is because| The expression has come down to the
the political situation in Montgomery present generation. Almost everybody

County is in the control of the night rid- |
ers and their sympathizers; a charge I do
not make myself and can only repeat for
its face wvalue.

The governor steadily refused to make

has heard the phrase “Joe Miller™ ap-
| who Joe Miller was or what his most pe
{ cullar and exceptional history. The fact of

i the matter is that Joe Miiler was the

any statement with regard to the night
rider situation while in Northwestern | most prosaaic man that ever lived and,
Tennessee, saying: {more than that, he was famous in his

“l am not here to talk, but to act’

Action Commendable,

| day

[ joke.
His action in the Reelfool Lake dis!r.r!F His name was put upon a collection of
it has= | good jokes, bon mots and anecdotes pub-
It is ! lished just after his death simply as

for never either seeing or making a

is certainly to be commended. and

a

been very papular in Obion County

plied to an_old joke, but very few know |

in| Some of the Wheezes in the Famous but Little Known
Volume—Probably Author Not a Wit.

that he should remember; he wasg made
t'other day; it is 2 great while master,
sin” I was made.’

“Sir William Davenant, the poet, had no
nose and in going along the Mews one
day a beggar woman followed him, ery-
ing, "Ah! God preserve vour eyesight, sir;
the Lord preserve your eyesight” "Why,
good woman," ask®d he, “do you pray so
much for my eyesight? °Ah,’ dear, sir’
answered the woeman, ‘if it shouid please
God that you should grow dim-sighted
you have no place to hang your spec
tacies on.’

“A person was saying naught at all to
the purpose that Samson was a Very
strong man. ‘Ay,” said another, “but you
are much stronger, for you make nothing
{of lugging him in by the head and
| shoulders.”

“A certain noble lord asked a clergy-
man once at the bottom of his table why
|the goose, if there was one, was always
i placed next to the parson? ‘Really.’ said
{ he, ‘I can give no reason for it; but your
iquestion is so odd I shall never see a
| gonse for the future without thinking of
; vour lordship.’

A gentleman having lent a guinea for

™o or three days to a person whose

jury of evidence tending to prove that the | hard to understand why he did net take | joke itgelf, yet the name of the brilliant | pgymises he had not much fsith in was
night riders were an organized band of ! similar action in Montgomery County (and sueccessful manp who complled this| very much surprised find that he punc-
naraunders, and case was appealed to nths ago. but this inaction has been | book has been almbst forgotten and the | tuaily kept his word with him: the same
313 . ~ — Teony —— + i11 4 A | e . = -
the Supreme Conrt of T ssee. It “‘",rmp'.:lar among many of the voters of | victim of his humor has gone into the | Bentleman, being some time after desir-
likely come before that t nal at about | Montgomery County. It is to be hoped | voczbulary of the race | ous of‘m.—mwzng the like sum, was met
. Vi Fhi . | that he will turn his attentlon from Reel- | Such is the irony of time, says the Bal- | With this reply, ‘No, you have deceived
Vaughn (or “Vorn™) Bennett'was twen-| " 1 ] ‘“"‘ = e timore Sun {me once, and T am resolved you shan't
. ron 14 at e S | K t the countrs Clarks- R Sae 3 % = i ’
ty years old. and has been represented | foot -3}\" 0. e coun i Clark Joe Miller is said to have been an Eng- |90 it a second time. _
as a martyr to the wicked tobacco trust. viile, which needs suc? . lish eomie actor who, off the stage,! My Lord Craven, in King James I's
A monum SRS ed to him. i badly as No 1 Te ssee ver cracked a sm Whether this | Fei8n, was i des:r:‘us B B S, -
ARONg e T MontgOMETY | tore the troops were sent there because of his work or not no one{®0m Which. being told to Ben, he went
s g S | But in the end it is ws, but people were less apt in con- | 0 MY lord’s house, but, being in a very
An attempt was made to show that hr»v-nnr ok Ths St sus feelings in that day than tattered condition, as poets sometimes
and the other boys who ut that|* 5 e m e jare, the porter refused him admittance
night were merely wor 7;“,‘47-:)!' crisis which can sa | some saucy language which the
the night riders who terroriz- | community from anar He was a frequenter of the Black Jack, | other did not fail to return. My lord.
fnic That vazt of the tok P ST ¢! E { happeni come out while they wers
= ! ng. 1 the occasion of it en,
Feared Hanging, ‘\Mnmgmx.er_\ Count | where tradesmen were especially wont . igling. a t ’u i t. ;
Befo I {ta de. In spite of the e CouUn~-i. o : " jwho stood in need of nobody to speak
S B s Rl e b COm > g radesmen WeTe & MeITY | for him. said he understood his lordship
was at Ur | try round abx st 3 E e crew. Whe: they would address a | ired to see him. friend” asked
% rim - i 1z y! 3 . - in . O ¢ 1 — ¢ 1o [ -~ . .
district, where { lawlessmess; in spite of o ¥ to Joe Miller he would {my lord. ‘who are Ben Jouson
up to the | withesses a juries are so stibject t or “Do tell!” and wWhenever a|replied the other. , no,’ 4
Rl s idati yat murder goes i = . S |lord, ‘¥ cannot T
e thoue: In SHEEIA [ TINE. SNGrac:: Sits. P arly good joke was told he Jooked | [0F0: ‘You cannot be Ben -
Across a angd 'gonvi ns are frankly t re hored | wrote the “Silent Woman;” you look as
) i —— g . e . . 1if you could not say boo to a goose.’
€TnoGT there are m W these reasons he bec e f us | ‘Boo.” “Vorv 7
\ reasons h cam amous | ‘Boo,” cried Ben. Very said my
< I g 1 = ' -
e a wise { It became the custom of the time to ! lord, who was better pleased at the joko
- 23 TTe is : 3 < o i ) . .
The 0i n Cure Is tack the name of Joe Miller to any jf)k»"‘ha” offended at the affront, ‘T am con-
class of farme themselves S and | that was especially good. just to add a|vinged now by your wit that you are
working, peac new flavor to jest. It gave a man the | Ben Jonsen.’
gent. His boy feeling of being 2 man of the world to! Py
: " y fhat's o e Hler™ and them! —Danlel Purcell, the 1s punster.
that's a Joe Mill and then
A i a hyena. and a friend of his, having = desire to
So Joc's fame spread. He was a good k a glass of wine together upon the
for me. bei short and dark | ry, they went to the Saluta-

tion Tavern,

and a d to tobacce. pon Holborn Hill, and, find-
M § j iIng the door shut, they knocked at it, but
rtain Mottwell vho 1 :
: : s it was not opened to t Only one of
cate the issues 1atist nd a soclal - - - - R
More that oL, et 1 got out a sort of a the drawers looked through the Ilittle
Mo nan e omn i = out SOt of & 1 : R e
s form of verny ass-with-the-season book. con- | Wicket and asked what they wo
jokes ©of the day. and heyto have. “Why, open
Itutions and oe Miller's Jests” The book | Danlel, ‘and draw us a
: to preserve The jokes were
being tried out in t were per-
restricted 2 mor of that gay
And ir story mediate OXCOM
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Miller be shown at Yeate's Theater for a
{ This gentleman went one day
of the |for a country a Mt
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82 jests. It was a thin pamphliet, | alight and come in, I'll go ard call him~
e 5by § boun pasteboard. | -_—
It was printed in the old-time blac “My Lord B— had married three
- —— S — = | faced type, and each aumbered. | Wives, who were ali his servants; a beg-
| The title page reads as follows: | gar woman, meeting one day the
is de hi very lo 1 :
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MRS. DAVID BEATTY,
Davghter of the late Marshall Ficld, of Chicage, whe is taking a pre-eminent
”hmmmmmummm said the countryman, ‘it is po wonder

transcribed from
lemen whose
fox and pablished his T
friend and former companion, Elijsh Jemkims.
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There foliows a selection from Joe Mil-
ler's jests that is believed to contain the
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cream the book. The jokes bear sc
| tiny. Many of them don’t vield up
| lavor without prolonged chewing.
{ the meal:
“A gentieman was saving one day at
e Tilt Yard Coffee House, when it
rained exceedingly hard, that put him
mind of the general deluge.
said an old campaigner who stood
, ‘who's that?” I have heard of all
Generals in Europe but ‘him."
“A pragmatical young fellow, sitting
at 2 table over against the learned John
Scott, asked him what difference there
between Scott and sot? Just the
breadth of the table, answered the other.
“When Sir Richard Steele was fitiing
up his great room in York Buildings for
public orations he happened at one
time to be pretty much behind-hand with
his workmen and, coming one day among
them to see how they went forward, or-
dered one of them to get into the ros-
trum and make a speech that he might
observe how it could be heard. The fel-
low, mounting and scratching his pate,
told him he kmew not what to say, for
in truth he was no orator. ‘Oh,” said
the knight, ‘no matter for that; speak
anything that comes uppermost.” ‘Why,
here, Sir Richard,’ says the fellow, ‘we
have been working for wveu these six
weeks and cannot get One penny of our
money; pray, sir, when do vou design to
pay us? “Very well, very well,” said Sir
Richard, ‘pray come down: I have heard

-
32!
So

eir
w

{ th

it
it

was

enough. T cannot but own you speak
very distinetly, though I don’t admire

your subject.’

“A country clergyman meeting a neigh-
bor who never went to church, slthcugh
an old fellow of above sixty, gave him
some reproof on that. ascount and asked
| him if he never read at home. “No,” re-
lied the clown. ‘T can't read.” ‘T dare

the countryman. A iittle boy came along
at that moment. “Who made you, child”
{asked the parson. ‘God, sir,” answered

ithe boy. “Why, log vyou there,” guoth
{ the honest c!ergyrgan. ‘are you not

| ashamed, to hear a child of five or six
| vears old tell me who made him. whean
you that are so old a man cannot? ‘Ah!

. isend ¥

the mouth of |

lament- |

‘Zoons, |
|

say,” said the parson, ‘you don't know
who made you. Not I, in troth, said )

u a long life. If you do
{ jong enough, we shall all be

fun

“When Oliver first colned his moner
an old cavalier, looking upon one of the

i side, ‘God with us; tha

on

: 1 Commonwealth of Engiand.’
Most hambly ioscribed to those Choice Srir.;sl he, ‘God and the Commonwealth
of the Age, Captaiu Bodens, Mr. Alexander Pope. { different sides.’
{ Mr. Professor Lacy. Mr. Omtor Heoler and Job| .oy Pndl - wle il Mo ane’ o Kin
I tor” The' Eatile-Gcumener. .- Col. nd, '2d been one of King
Loudon: Pri in Deg | Charies I's judges, died a day or two
| well Court, White's Fryass Street. } Oliver, and it was strong re-
MDCCYXIXIX | por everywhefe that Cromwell was
- |dead. ‘No,” said a gentileman who knew
Not all of Joe Miller's jests i be

‘he has omnly given Bond to the

man at whose table he was inquiring into
the meaning, he told him that he had
had a brother lost at sea about a fort-
night ago. and that he was asking the
| fish if he knew anything about him. ‘A
| what answer made he?” said the gentle-
{man. “He told me, said he, ‘that he
could give no account of him, for he had
inet been at sea these three weeks.

peated to-day in the presence o id for his further appez
though in their day they were current in | gentleman being  at
the most polite circies. Not all of !hf_—"’“ﬁ[nd-s fouse; Sl Srat _I.'t\l
| are Indsrvuting: to-day. au they Bis | upon the tabie was a “dish
| are ir Testr t y. s th B 2
ST s B ety p,,md one being put upon i
iditions that have passed away. Allffound it to smell so strong that he ¢
of them have a certain charm of | not eat a of it: but he lald down his
| or observation, however. and ali of them | mouth to the fish as if he was whispe
| carTy you back to the good old days when | With it. 2nd then he took up the plat
| Stern Oliver had just passed away §and put it to his own ear. The ge
!
|
!
!
1

i “A midshipman one night in company
;with Jos Miller and qmyseifl told us that
| being once in great danger at sea every-
body was observed to be upon their knees
but one man, who, being called upon to
lcoms with the rest the hands to
prayers, said, “Not I, it is your business
to take care of the ship. I am but a pas=
senger.’

“Two gentlemen disputing about relige
fon in Button's coffee house, said onl
of them_ ‘I wonder, sir, you should talk
about religion when T'll hold you five
guineas you can’t say the Lord's Prayer.”
‘Done.’ said the other, ‘and Sir Richard
Steele shall hold stakes.” The money
being deposited, the gentleman began
with * believe in God,’ and so went clev-
erly through the Creed. “Well’ said the
other, ‘T own I've lost; I did not think
he could have done it.’

“Manners, who was himsel? but Rkaly

pade Ear]l of Rutland, told Sir Thomas
Mor2 he was too much elated by his pre-
ferment; that he verified the old proverh,
‘Honores mutant mores.” ‘No, my jord,
said Sir Thomas, ‘the pun will do much
better in Engiish—"Honors change man-
ners.” "

“A lady's age happening to be ques-
tioned, she affirmed she was but forty,
and called upon a gentleman who was in
the company for his opinion. ‘Cousin.’
said she, ‘do you believe I am in the right
when I say I am but forty?" T am sure,
madam,” replied he, ‘T ought not to dis-
%pme it, for I have constantly heard you
jsay so for above these ten years'

“It being proved in a trial at Guildhall
that a man's name was really Inch., who
épretendtw.i it was Linch; 'l see,’ said the
{ judge, ‘the old proverb is verified in this
man, who, being allowed an Inch, has
taken an L.

“A melting sermon being preached in a
country church, all feill to weepinz but
one man, whao, being asked why he did
not weep with the rest, replied: Oh, I
belong to ansther perish.’ ™
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